SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 
2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin-wordpress.com. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

IS YOUR CLUB CONSTITUTION UP TO DATE? 

MANY AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS ON SATURDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 
and 

CLUB AND CONTEST NEWS 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
IS YOUR CLUB CONSTITUTION UP TO DATE? 


The Council received an application for affiliation from a new Club and it was 
noted that the proposed Club constitution does not meet the legal requirements 
set by SARS, among others. Clubs are requested to check their constitutions 
and contact the SARL Legal Advisor, Louw Erasmus, ZS6LME at zs6lmeQ@ 
gmail.com for assistance to amend the document to meet legal requirements. 


THE ZS SOTA, FAUNA AND FLORA AND HERITAGE SPRING DAY 


The ZS SOTA, ZSFF and Heritage Spring Day will be on Saturday 24 September 
(National Braai Day and Heritage Day). For those planning on activating a 
summit, a park or a heritage site, it is time to start looking at which summit, 
park or heritage site you are going to activate and your planned activation times. 
Please post your planned activation on the WhatsApp SOTA/POTA group so 
that chasers will be aware of your activation. 


This is fun day out in nature and not a competition, and each participant will 
receive a Spring Day certificate whether you activated or chased those summits, 
parks or heritage sites. For activators, it is fun to see if you can make summit- 
to-summit (S2S) or park-to-park or heritage-to-heritage or a combination of 
contacts with other activators and how many chasers you can get in your log. 


SAIEE HISTORICAL SECTION CELEBRATING SA HERITAGE DAY 24 
SEPTEMBER 


The legacy and history of South African Electrical Engineering innovations have 
been carefully curated for our current and future generations to learn, enjoy and 
come to appreciate the significant contribution to society of some of the giants 
of our field in years past. Many of the benefits we enjoy today will be better 
appreciated when we see the journey of technology and innovation towards the 
convenience and safety we currently enjoy and take for granted. 


The Johannesburg Children’s Home, founded in 1892, which is the oldest char- 
itable institution in the city, will participate as well as the ZS6ZU Hammies 
Radio Club and the Urania Village Community. The Hammies Radio Club will 
demonstrate the international communication abilities of our very own radio 
shack, the ZS6IEE museum station in the Max Clarke Museum, and operated 
by the Antique Wireless Association of Southern Africa. 


Other sites of historical interest on the campus, such as the South African Radio 
Astronomical Society (SARAO) Telescope built in 1910, will be open for viewing. 
It will be an open day from 09:30 to 15:00 and we will have soft drinks, tea/coffee, 
pancakes, boerewors rolls, etc., on sale for visitors. Bring the whole family for a 
very informative outing. The address is 18A, Gill Street, Observatory and the 
entrance is in Innes Road. Directions can also be found on the AWASA website 
at wWww.awasa.org.za 


THE ANNUAL VOORTREKKERS CANAL ROWING EVENT 


The annual Canal Rowing event of the Voortrekkers will again take place near 
Brits in the North-West Province on 24 September. The fun already starts 
on the evening of 23 September. During the event, the Voortrekker call sign 
ZSOYSPD, operated by Gerhard, ZS6CRS will be active, and all radio amateurs, 
Voortrekkers and Scouts are invited to make contact on the 40 m band. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League 


AMATEUR RADIO AT THE CENTURION SOCIETY OF MODEL ENGI- 
NEERS SPRING FAIR 


Why not make a QSO with the ZS6STN field station that will be conducting HF 
assessments with the RAE students and at the same time, showcasing Amateur 
Radio at the Centurion Society of Model Engineers Spring Fair. The CSME 
Spring Fair is open from 09:00 to 16:00 CAT on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 
September. The address is 999 Kwikkie Crescent, Centurion. You are also 
invited to come through with your family to enjoy the Spring Fair, ride a minia- 
ture train and visit the ZS6STN Field Station. Hope to catch you on air and 
perhaps even meet you in person at the ZS6STN station. 


CLUB NEWS 


The next Sandton ARC Power Hour Tech Talk will take place from 19:00 CAT 
on Thursday evening 29 September. The topic is “Using the Moon as a Ping 


Pong buddy” or as it may be more commonly known, EME, Earth Moon Earth 
or Moon bounce. Our special guest is Pine, ZS6OB, the first person in Africa 
and second person in the Southern Hemisphere to achieve a DXCC on 144 MHz 
using EME, who will take us through the intricacies of bouncing radio waves 
off the moon, what can be achieved by doing so and what equipment is needed 
to accomplish this amazing feat. The talk is open to all, so please spread the 
word and connect to this very interesting conversation on the 145,700 repeater 
or via Echo Link ZS6STN-R. 


The East Rand Radio Club say, “Spring is in the air and now is the time to 
have a flea market.” Starting at 10:00 CAT on Saturday 1 October 2022, the 
market will continue to 12:45. At 13:00 the Club will hold is AGM for all the 
paid-up members. Friends of the club are welcome to attend as well. A table, 
or to sell from your car boot costs R20-00 - payable on the day. See you at 
the Club house in Ebenezer Street, Arrowe Park Scouting Grounds in Benoni. 
Please e-mail us on zs6erb@gmail.com if you have queries or want to book a 
table or car boot. We will have an auction as well... bring lots of cash and Club 
675 will be open and wors-rolls will be available! 


CONTEST NEWS 


Twenty-eight logs were received for the second leg of the SARL Field Day held 
on 3 and 4 September. One log is a checklog. 


Class A: Field Station, Multi operator 

1st the West Rand ARC — 247 730 points 

24 the Northern Cape ARC — 168 482 points 
3™¢ the Sandton ARC — 147 362 points 

Class B — Field Station, Multi operator, QRP 
1°* the Sasolburg ARC — 140 450 points 

Class C — Field Station, Single Operator 

18* Karin, ZS6MMA — 130 370 points 

27d Vaughn, ZS6VLR — 109 440 points 

3'¢ Anthony, ZS6ANT — 107 330 points 

Class D — Field Station, Single Operator, QRP 
1st Johannes, ZS4DZ — 138 290 points 

Class E — Ultra Light Portable 

st Phillip, ZS6FY/p — 86 378 points 

Class F - Backyard Stations 

18 Dennis, ZS9HQ/p — 27 216 points (operated by ZS4BS) 


Re 


Class G - General Stations 

1st Romeo, ZS6ARQ — 3 648 points 
24 Peet, ZS4VP — 1 778 points 
3°? PEARS — 1 130 points 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently 4 sunspots with simple to complex magnetic 
configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low prob- 
ability for M-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, 
the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 71. The 10 
to 30 m bands may provide some good DX fun, especially in the late afternoon. 
Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 
Today — the SAMOC Sweepstakes 
19 September — the closing date for Club Contest Logs 


23 September — the Spring Equinox at 03:03 CAT and registration for the Oc- 
tober RAE closes 


24 September — National Braai and Heritage Day, the SOTA, ZSFF and Heritage 
Spring Activity Day, the SAIEE historical section open day and the Voortrekkers 
Canal rowing event 


24 and 25 September - the CQ WW RTTY Contest and the Sandton ARC at 
the Centurion Society of Model Engineers Spring Fair 


25 September — the ZS1 QSO Party 

25 to 27 September - Rosh Hashanah 

29 September — the Sandton ARC Power Hour 

30 September — the schools close and the closing date for ZS1 logs 


1 October — the AWA Valve AM QSO Party, the East Rand Flea market and 
International Coffee Day 


2 October — the AWA Valve SSB QSO Party 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The Council received an application for affiliation from a new Club and it was 
noted that the proposed Club constitution does not meet the legal requirements 
set by SARS, among others. Clubs are requested to check their constitutions 
and contact the SARL Legal Advisor, Louw Erasmus, ZS6LME at zs6lmeQ@ 
gmail.com for assistance to amend the document to meet legal requirements. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower sideband by Louis ZS5LP. 
A rebroadcast by Andy ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 
CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


